C. Article 3

Xi Zhongxun

Speech at the Forum Commemorating the
Sixty-Seventh Anniversary of the “May
Fourth” Movement

(3 May 1986)

Flora Sapio, translator

A Ay “ B9 BTk B SRR A Ea g
) A4 i

FEMAM, BEMN: AR, REWIANEKE, BE&EFFF
RE—REM “BW” FH5H, REREFH%, AREFE PR
FoB 4z, @AM, LB &EFF, ARG
—N—NFRAEW “E2W” 55, REBH L E—Kk B F R
Eo M RENEH, “HW” Eoliy, —AEFAKEFF
At H2AR “AW” FHPR? MIEL AR FEH I
BAEAY, B R EAHFOHAY, FFR0 TR IRMES
A, RMNAERRLA “ZW” | KA EL KFFELHH
M58, RIAK “Am” Eathtt, B ERDELER
Fe BRI E, ARXSHELH. ;mERIOAR T LIAARL
ERZEHIa TR A, KRN KFFREILEAZ:

%, ZRMA IR E, RERAKMNELLAFELFE
AEA XL R IR, AT, &5, AT R K E,
EERT A RATEANRE. T REFIA. FFRR. T4
BT hAyhHF, —RBNAFIMEKREGRN, &
L. FTAFeBUR, AZAFEEAWERAE., XL H
TAGAEEXREG—FEK, ALK, (TABR) Ak
TERN—ZFFIAGT ZENR, L) OKE, £7, £
B, AT AEUEIAE, @) MFRE T —AIRA LR
H, —fzEBIA, IHFEXASKERR, ACHEXT®E, X
AL AR, RERTT R, XA IAZHENY, BEKAR
8o T'REFVRIIFFRR, RELRLAE*F—%&, W5



106
Emancipating the Mind (2020) 15(1)
Flora Sapio (Translator and Annotator)
C. Xi Zhongxun, Speech—
67t Anniversary of the May 4th Movement

WRERRESZEOHEF., 2EEMEMNMELEE, BFHEL, K
MR . SEAMFHEML L EAFTFANKEZN, AFLHE
AR EZRGME, AXENEREY, TRAFFLEEFS
FEAINRA R E R, BR, MAEZFHAEXEZ, awied
RABRAEEL. | KREFEHEMT, KA R HAEL
B R o

%=, 2l EHEIF AR I, 54 BRARESDURE
B —8 5, Ml ki, BY SR ARKE, #4]—
RE” o« #INA, X EEHFARITF. KE4LE, SEL2EA
KR ANRREE A “Lh” iR, BARIFEGTR], 122
HXIFYF, RAZEAMNESE A BKRRE LY %&, 1
CEAIE, BTA, Tk, Rk, A, LH, T4, UHAF
BEREBN KEHEF, —2B2HR “LR” AXNOEE, BB
AATdk, AEAZ694 ¢ BAR, £ RIRKAZ LA —R R,
HFFRAESEFREERGENE, KEAEFLG Rz EEH R
TR, A, A1 “CR” —RAK “SAE” T52
! OAER LR AR AE AW RES L, XHAKE
LRFFEAGEE TSR,

%= B A ARSI IR. FEA, 5
TR, BXHFEHR, AHENEFTAH ST @OTRK, £EX
AP AR EKG ) EZ— HILFR, JRAFFBAALZ
%, Blde: WMF IR L PR TS, RAFGFRHERED,
NG AR E R E 3, FANB K FNREENS, A
REABRFFIA, FHERE. FFRL. FFFEFRE
8, AR AHEAY A AR TIRIFOER . T KREF
FAAFAY L Z L P eI, ERA R, CAASHZ. B
B, LoLiRAEl, A FRA AR EGH ST, F54E
A, i, MEFTE, LAEXFIRETE LA
%, BINAFIR. | KEFERERHFIME IR, F
GHERTHEA, AR FRALH., HE. FFitst
XAEFEH Ne BEFFF R EREFEIR, BHEAAF K,
ok ATk, KA iR BRALEfEHKE, iRy LE, HEWR
AT M4 B R IEZ R K Aesd IR R 18554, RIGE
OB RN, KETFFRBOREXR, £RM2EEH%G3H
ERE, ERBRF O EF R R, AKERTFHRARE
o &MAE, TRKFF, —ZLhealBERANAEE,
BiE, A, HrEH—Ke
FFERIRNFRZARMRLIREESLS., FFRRSTARSH
SAAF 4R, TS, GIIHEAPEGR, 3R RS FERA
Y, BHBLBEF. — ARG FTFRRNT, BY% AT



107
Emancipating the Mind (2020) 15(1)
Flora Sapio (Translator and Annotator)
C. Xi Zhongxun, Speech—
67t Anniversary of the May 4th Movement

BMIRF], RIIRMES, AEFEEsS. T “HLE
B, BAENBEBEL; IHF CQTENT, SEBE
BOAE IR, RAIEE LR MEAE L, JLILE RHE FfA
ROGA SR BHRAE—A, LA TR FIHANDF L2

Fy o BOE, L, AAFREFEEAY L, TREATER) M
AB AN E T BIE. R T, RAREEENERAT. T
KA T2 Q£ Fafmm AR, FFFREDGRFES,
EHEIRMELSF @, AL ALK,

"G, REFNAAELF: AT ESN, ERFTER
Fo ” XRERFAFHIREY, BLARREETaEE,
REEE TIERB R AFRGIE, REAHRAXHF, F
AETHREGFHF K. #ERMNAL -, s EZLAR
PR F, A€ AR —F R A g e Ak 4y !

Speech at the
Forum Commemorating the
Sixty-Seventh Anniversary of the “May Fourth” Movement!

Xi Zhongxun
(May 3, 1986)

Young Friends, Comrades: today, [ am very happy to participate
to this Forum to celebrate, together will the Youth’s delegates
from all walks of life, the May Fourth Youth Day. On behalf of the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party and of the
State Council, I would like to extend warm congratulations to
you, and to the young people of all ethnic groups of China!

The “May Fourth” movement that took place in 1919 is a great
revolutionary movement against imperialism and against
feudalism in the history of our country. The spirit of the “May
Fourth” revolution has always encouraged the young people in
our country to move forward. But what is the spirit of the “May
Fourth” revolution? Generally speaking it is the spirit of
patriotism, the spirit of advocating democracy and science, the

! Originally published on page 1, of the 4™ May 1986 issue of the People’s Daily,
and reprinted in Xi Zhongxun, The Selected Works of Xi Zhongxun (Xi
Zhongxun wenxuan), Beijing: Zhongyang Wenxian Chubanshe, 1995, pp.
423-426.
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spirit of binding together young intellectuals, workers and
peasants. Our commemoration, today, of “May Fourth” is to
require the vast majority of young people to relate to the new
historical conditions, to carry forward the spirit of the “May
Fourth” revolution, to more closely rally around the Party and
the government, to make new efforts to construct a modernized
socialist country that is highly civilized and highly democratic.
To this end, I have several hopes for the vast majority of young
people:

First, they must actively participate in reform. Reform is the
only way for us to build a socialism possessing Chinese
characteristics. At the moment, systems reforms in the economy,
science and technology, and education are undergoing an in-
depth development in urban and in rural areas. The vast
majority of young workers, young farmers, young intellectuals
and other working youth must diligently study and understand
the goals, meaning, direction and policies of reform, and
participate to all various reforms with the attitude of masters.
This is also a requirement for promoting socialist democracy in
the new circumstances. A few days ago, the “Workers’ Daily”
published the 10,000 characters proposal of a young workers
from Angang, presenting a series of insightful suggestions about
reform, production, operation, management to the factory
leaders. An ordinary worker, who cares in such a way about the
overall situation of reform, about the strength and prosperity of
the country, about the future of the enterprise is rare and
precious. Such a spirit of ownership should be vigorously
promoted. The vast majority of young manufacturing workers
and young peasants are at the forefront of industrial and
agrarian production and have a high enthusiasm for reform.
They should be encouraged to emancipate their minds, dare to
explore, and be bold in their practice. Leaders at all levels should
pay attention to the reform proposals of the youth, and warmly
support all those various initiatives that meet the needs of
reform. In the process of reform, the vast majority of young
people must learn correctly understand and treat the interest
relation between the three interests of the state, of the collective,
and the People, and willingly place the interest of the state first.
By doing so, the vast majority of young people will vigorously
promote the healthy development of reform.

Second, one’s job must be done well. In last year’s report of the
National Youth Leagues’ Delegates there was a sentence: “the
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creation of the great cause of the Four Modernizations should
be based on striving for first-class results in one’s own work”. |
believe that this sentence is very good. As you know, the Fourth
Plenary Session of the Sixth National People’s Congress just
adopted the Seventh Five-Years Plan. This is a very good plan,
but no matter how good the plan is, it can be made a reality only
through our practical diligence in our specific positions.
Therefore, the vast majority of young people in industry,
agriculture, science and technology, education, health, finance
and trade and any other front must be sure to follow the
requirements of the Seventh Five-Years Plan, the struggle
objectives concerning their own industry, their own work-unit
and create first-class successes on their own posts. Young
people are the new force for the construction of all fronts, and
we are achieving extraordinary successes through our ordinary
work. Therefore, with the Seventh Five-Years Plan we will do a
better job than we did with the Sixth Five-Years Plan. The heroic
patriotic undertaking of our contemporary youth is completing
the Seventh Five-Years Plan and contributing to the
achievement of the Four Modernizations.

Third, actively participate in the construction of socialist
spiritual civilization. Young people are full of ideals, and they
quickly accept new things. They have multiple needs for
spiritual life and are one of the most active forces in building a
spiritual civilization. In recent years, the vast majority of young
people have advocated trends such as: teaching and lecturing
offered to urban manufacturing workers, poverty alleviation
activities in rural areas, military model report groups, and street
counseling services for students. These have all been organized
first of all by young workers, young peasants, young soldiers,
young students, and have been very useful to the construction
of a socialist spiritual civilization. The place, role and main
current of the construction of a socialist spiritual civilization for
the vast majority of young people must be affirmed. At the same
time, it must also be pointed out that under the new situation of
opening up to the outside world and domestic invigoration,
young people display negative phenomena in their thought,
discipline and morality, phenomena that cannot be ignored, and
that they must be resolutely overcome. The vast majority of
young people must continue to work diligently to earn scientific,
technological and cultural knowledge, skillfully master
technical abilities, and gradually develop a civilized, healthy,
scientific socialist lifestyle. We must vigorously popularize legal
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knowledge among the vast majority of young people, so that
everyone can study the law, know the law and abide by the law.
We must vigorously strengthen education in professional ethics,
strengthen labor discipline, and correct those unhealthy
practices that display characteristics specific to their industry.
We must vigorously strengthen the moral cultivation of
marriage and the family, promoting a correct outlook on love,
and develop equal and harmonious family relationships. In rural
areas, attention should be paid to eliminating feudal
superstition, arranged marriages, and red-and-white wedding
ceremonies, extravagance and waste. We believe that the vast
majority of young people will definitely train themselves into a
new generation with ideals, with morality, with culture and
discipline.

Fourth, young intellectuals should willingly integrate with
workers and peasants. Young intellectuals have a lot of cultural
and scientific knowledge, are sharp-minded, and have a strong
spirit of innovation. Their weakness is that they lack practical
training and are easily separated from reality. All talented
young intellectuals should willingly learn from workers and
peasants, integrate with workers and peasants, and integrate
with reality. They should not only dare to “climb up” and work
hard to learn Marxism. They should also diligently “descend
deep down”, making extensive contact with the masses and with
reality. Only by firmly linking our ideals and pursuits with the
interests of the party and the people, and putting our ingenuity
and wisdom into solving practical problems such as economic,
political, cultural, and social issues, can we make ourselves more
broadly In the field, they have undergone training and growth,
and have become qualified personnel required by the
motherland. The broad masses of cadres bear the glorious task
of leading and organizing the activities of youth members and
youths, and they should be at the forefront in integrating with
workers and peasants.

In the end, I would like to quote two verses from an ancient
poem: “Ten thousand miles away on the path to Mount Dan, the
song of the young phoenix on the Tong tree is clearer than the
song of the old phoenix.” This was written by Tang poet Li
Shangyin, and it says that when the Tong tree was in full bloom,
the chant of the young phoenix was much clearer than the chant
of the old phoenix. I hope you will unite as one, to create a
performance in the construction of socialist modernization, that
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will be much more brilliant than the performance of the older
generation!
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